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SPIRIT OF THE PRESS.

Editorial Dpinlons of the Leading Journals
upon Current Topios ~Jompilad Evary
Day for the Evening Telegraph,
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OUGHT THE PRESS TO BE SILENT 7
From the N, Y. Thnes,

There is one point we should like to sub.
mit to Lthe consideration of the Bar Associa-
tiop, and in fact of the whole bar of this
State, and it is this: —What is the press and
the public to do in the presence of what it
conceives to be gross abuses in the adminis-
tration of justicer KEver since the Erie Rail-
roand fell inlo its present hands, stories of
corruption on the bench of this oity, and
connivance at it by a portion of the bar,
have been widely circuiated, and are gen.
erally believed both at home and abroad.
Wa bave nover met a man, be he lawysr or
lnyman, who ventured to deny that these
romors bad at least good foundation. We
believe there is not a single lawyer of emi-
nance in the State who will venture to deny
it. Even Mr. D, D. Field will not do so. He

knows that some of our judges are corrapt, |

What he says, however, nnd what a great
many others say—even Mr. William Allen
DButler came near saying it in his lecture on
the relations of lawyer and olient, the other
night—is, that we must not mind common
rumor or ‘“‘mere newspaper utterances' on
these subjects. We are to wait for well-ascer-
tained facts before we impnte partiality to a
judge or improper professional conduct to an

advooate, no matter bow outrageous the pro- |

ceedings in court may seem to the lay eye.
‘‘Public opinion,” Mr. Batler says, ‘‘can
only properly and finally pronounce upon
what is nndisputed or established beyond any
reasonable doubt, and accepted by common
consent as a notorious fact.,” ‘It cannot
proceed to judgment in a case involving the
relation of
to the judiciary, and to the public, so long
as any element of doubt remains, so long as
issue is to be taken on the main question of
fact, and the merits of the case are entangled
in the meshes of newspaper controversy and
discugsion,”

Now let us apply this to the condition of
things in the courts of this city. We pre-
sume we understate the case when we affirm
that the large majority of the bar firmly be-
lieve at least two of the judges of the Ba-
preme Court to be grossly and shamelessly
corrupt. Wa think we are also understating
when we say that fifty of them could furnish
proof of this corruption sufficient to support
an impeachment before an honest Henate.
There is hardly any division of sentiment at
the bar ns to the wayin which the judicial
power has been abused during thess Erie suits.
But if an editor goos to a lawyer, and asks him
to furnish him with proofs of these charges.
be will refuse to furnish them., He will fuar-
pish bim indeed with what he alleges to be
‘‘facts,” but will not allow his name to be
nsed as vouching for them, He will say that
he bas unot time for a conwoversy, or that
justice to his clients forbids his guarreling
with the judges, or that there is no use in
saying anything about it; that the evil is too
deep-sented, or that it is the public morality
that is at fault, and that we must look for
purification to lmprovement in the national
character, and so on. Hais certain to pro-
duce some excusge for his not meddling pub-
licly in the matter. If we ask him why the
lawyers do not impeach the corrupt jndges,
he will say—what is guite true—that T'weed,
whose servants the corrupt jndges are, and
who controls the majority of the Legislature
absolutely, would not permit it; that it wonld
be impessible to get the Assembly to accase,
or the Senate to convict, on any evidence that
could be submitted to them,

If the editor then calls his attention to the
condition of the Bar, and asks whether the
practice in the Erie cafes has nol been
marked by great abuses, and whether the
lawyers who have perpetrated them onght
not to be punished in some way or other, he
will say that undoubtedly they ought; that
this, and this, and this charge against them
is certainly trne. Bat if the edilor then
asks him to come out and denounce them
with the authority derived from professional
training and practical knowledge of the
facts, he will probably refuse fo tonch the
matter, and on the same grounds on which
he refuses to deal with corruption on the
bench. Suceess, he wll say, would be
doubtful, while the trouble aud annoyance
would be certain.

Now, there is no regularly constituted tri-
bunal here, as there is in England or France,
before whiceh a lawyer's professional conduet
can be brought, and from which an inquiry
into the facts can be obtained. Of course,
we shall be told that this is not correct; that
the proper remedy for mishehavior on a law-
yer's partis to bring him before a Supreme
Court, and have his name struck from the
rolls. But the very mention of this remedy
brings before us the peculiarity of the em-
barrassment in which the publiec of this city
find themselves. 'What we complain of is the

uilty connivance of the bench, the bar, and
the lature at the perpetration of an
astounding series of frands affecting directly
an engrmouns amonnt of property, and which,
from their very nature and sucoess, affect the
security of all property; and when we cry ont,
we are advised to complain of the Judges to
the Legislature, and of the bar to the judges,
In other words, we are to beg the three no-
complices in the villainy to turn round and
chastise each other in the interest of
public morality.

It is this extraordinary combination of eir-
onmstances, the like of which we venture to
say has never been seen in any civilized coun-
try, whioch makes the daty of the press in this
matter one of such difficulty. There being no
formal way of bringing corrupt judges and
bad lawyers to justice, public opinion natu-
rally and inevitably takes hold of the mutter;
but then the lawyers step in and say public
opinion must not take hold of it, until *‘the
facts" are before it. It may see the eqnitable
powers of the courts of the State used in a
way in which no such powers were ever nsed
bofore: it may see such services rendered by
lawyers to notorions knaves as it has never
seen rendered by bonorable lawyers to their
clients; it may see millions of property
stolen from its owners used by a parcel of
adventurers in the gratification of their lustas,
and may see them steadily protected against
punishment by the conuivance of judges,
and the aklll’nl twisting by dexterous
Eractitionem of the forms of procedure;

ut ipasmuch as the processes are so intri-
cate, the suits so numerous, tas conflicts
of juriediction so incessant, the orders and
afﬂjnvils so pumerous that it wonld give a
profesaionsl eye all it could do to follow the
coursé even of a single case, nobody, and es.

oially no editor, is to open his lips about it.

‘e aré not to condemn dishonest judges or
anscrupulous lawyers till somebody, as yet
unkuown, whose declsion nobody will dis.
pute, shall, upon the faith of testimony

wyer and client to each other, |

which nobody will question, tell us exaoctly
what these gentlemen have done whiaoh, ao-
cording to the law of the land and established
legal usage, they ought not to have dons—
till, in short, this superior being has disen.
tangled the whole matter ‘from the meshes
of newspaper controversy and disonssion,"”
and set it before the world exactly as it is.

| Was any civilized community ever preseuted
with so singular a rule of condnot ?

Now we oan say, for our part, that nothing
| would delight ns mors than to leave Lhe cor-
| rection of legal abuses to the bench and the
| bar. Wa are as conscions as any lawyer oau

be of the disadvantages under whish news.
J pers must alwaya discuss such abuses, We
| have ealled the attention of the bar again and
again to the incompstency of editors for any
| such work, RBetween the fitness of the press
| nnd that of the bar, for the criticiam of what
judges and advocates do or say, there can
| be no room for doubt in the mind of any
| sensible men; but as between the critiolsm
of the press, and none at all. there can
be just as little doubt, The news-
| papers have tfaken this matter np, and pulb.-
io opinion is sitting in jndgment on it, be.
cauge if they do not, nobody else will. "T'he
protests we hear against the meddling of the
press in the matter is therefore impundent
| gpmmon. It is nmot a private individoal's
duty to watch burgiars as long as thers are
police; but if the police go to sleep, or enter
into a league with the oriminala, police duty
becomes every man's duty, As long as the
l courts sit, and do justice, it is every good
| citizen’s duty to leave to them the punish-
of crime: buat if
leave the bench, and set up
it iz every good citizen's business to
see that crime is punished somehow,
Lynch law iz bad law, but it is better
than no law. We declare solemnly aud posi-
tively that if the Bar Association, or asny
other organization of henest lawyers, will take
up the charges made against the administra-
tion of justice in {his city, at the bar and on
the bench, sift them thoroughly, without fear
or favor, and make an honest and energetic
effort to bring the wrong-doers to justice of
some kind, and fo have inflicted on them
legal penalties, or else mark them ont as fit
objects for popular reprobation, we shall
gladly refrain from all meddling in the mat-
ter henceforth, We shall constitute our-
selves simply clerks of their court, to recbrd
and make proclamation of their decisions,
and shall give them ns steadfast and hearty
support as is in our power. Bat until some
guch tribunal declares itself ready and will-
ing to act, God forbid thut the press should
accommodate knaves—whether they be
judges, lawyers, or clienis—who wrest the
law to the destrnction of property and the
confusion of the Btate, with a tame and timid
pilence, It is better to commit fifty blunders
a day, than that a great crime should be per-
petrated without protest from any guarter.,
ol ity

THE TESTIMONY OF THE CENSUS,
From the N. ¥. World,

A comparison of the census of 1870 with
the vote in that year of some of the States
reveals certain ourious secrets. In Nevada,
West Virginia, Missouri, and Rhede Island
the population, vote, and ratio of voters to
population in 1570 stand thus: —

ment the judges

faro-banks,

Population, Vals, Ratlo,
Nevada.......o0o000 0. 49,4 14,848 1im 810
West Virginia,....... 445,016 B, 007 1in 8401
Missourl............ 1,715,000 167,710 11a 1092
Rhode Island.. ... ... 217,806 16,738 1in1294

It will be here seen that rotten-borongh
Nevada claims every third person within her
borders as not only a voter but actnally vot-
ing—a claim that bears the stamp of frand
and dishonesty upon its face. Taking into
consideration the number of women, ehildren,
and sick or non-voting men found in every
community, one voter to five inhabitants is a
liberal estimate; and very few States in an
“‘off year," as 1870 was, reach even that
ratio. And yet here oomes rotten-borough
Nevada in an ‘‘off-year"” with a vote much
heavier than any other State is known to poll
in the most exciting contests. There must he
“‘repeating” bere, and it would be well for
| those extremely nnsavory Senators, Moessrs,
Nye and Blewart, representing this frandulent
State, to look at home before urging on so
much electoral legislation for the gennine
States of the Union. Faot two ooncerning
Nevada, as shown by the census of 1870, is
| this: either that rotten borough has

decreased very materially in population since
| 1864, or else its admission in that year was a
very dirty job between Mr, Lincoln and the
docal politicians. On the 81st of October,
1564, Mr, Lincoln issued his proclamation
declaring Nevada a State, and three days
afterwards, or on the #d of Nevember,
the new Stale recirrocnwd the martyr's
civility by giving bim a majority of some
thousands in a total vote of 16,420. If in
1864 the population of Nevada was twice as
large s it is now, this vote would be a fair
electoral ratio; but taking it for granted
that there has been no such tremendous
deorense, and that the population now is
about what it was then, it appears that in
the Presidential election of 1564 this rotten
borough cast one vote to every 2°52 of popn-
lation. At the last Presidential election it cast
. one vote to every 3'02 inhabitants, and now
olaims one voter in every 5°10, 'These figures
sufficiently demonstrate that thisrotten-bo-
| rough Btate, founded in trick and device, is
| conducted on the vilest system of frands upon
the ballot-box—by *‘repeating,” by ballot-box
stuffing, and by false counts. Such a com-
munity—rotten and corrupt continnously and
ab initic—has no right to have an equality of
voice in the Government with the genuine
States. It is & mere close corporation of
political desperadoes, aptly typified by
Benators Nye and Stewart, who have done
more to debanch public life even than
Ben Butler; and there is every reason
| to suppose that, could the genuine
sentiment of the people of the State be
consulted, it would be all but unanimonsly in
favor of receding into a territorial condition.
In that, the Federal Treasury would bear the
expenses of maintaining eivil government,
and these forty odd thousand people be no
longer compelled, for the use and behoof of
Nye, Stewart, ¢t pals., to keep up such an
establishment as is here imperfeolly set
down:—Governor, $4000; Secrelary, $1600;
Comptroller, $3000; Treasurer, H30600; Sur.
veyor, $2:00; Bchool Superintendent, $:2500;
Bupreme Court jndges, $35,000; Olrouit
| Court judges, $42,000; Legislature, $8 por
diem, eto, The census reveals Nevada a most
nunmitigated frand,

As respeocta West Virpinia, it will be seen
| that the electoral ratio is one voter to every
| 8701 of population. The alection in this
| State in 1870 was most exciting, and yet but
| one voler to every eight inhabitants appears,
|
|

though at the same thne Indiana cast one
vole to every i '2ti—a discrepancy which finds
its explanation in the villainous system of
disfranchisement by which the radicals have
Leld this Btate so long. It was once asserted
| in the World, on what was deemad good au-
{hority, that 25,000 men were disfranchised
in West Virginia, and, thongh most vehe-
mently denied, the statement find this much
confirmation from the census: that if we al-
low Wesl Virginia the saws eleotoral ratio as

Indiana—and if thers was no disiraonohise- | and 8an Domingo proper); that our diplo.
ment there i8 No roagon why the ratios aboild | miatie snd consular corvenpondence hnd (7l van

not be anbstantially the same —the vote wonld
have Baen 29,000 greftor. The disfranchisa
ment we méntioned did exist, bhat happily, by
ronson of the Demotratio viotory in WeatVir.
ginis, will now exist no more.

('}uminF to Missouri, the censns onos mora
unerringly demonstrates the existence of an
enormous aisfranchisemont, the volers in the
highly exciling oconteat of 1870 numbering
but one to every 10°22 of population. Give
Missouri the same electoral ratio as Tadiaon,
and ber yote would have been 53,000 greater
than it was. Indiana, with a popnlation of
1,676,045, oast 517,560 votes in 1870; and why
did Missouri in the same year, with a popula-
tion of 1,715,000, cast but 167,710, unless the
restriotions of the Drake constitation dis-
franchised the 155,000 votera who came to the
polla in the one Btate and did not in the
olher 7 Happily, however, hore too 15 radi-
calistn overthrown and the barbarism of dis-
franchisement gone with it,

Lastly, bere is what the censns tells ns of
Rhode Island—that it had in 1570 but one
voter to every 12°04 inbabitants; as if to hint
at a disfranchisement worse than that of
either Missouri or West Virginia. One voler
in 14 is the lowest eleotoral ratio in the
United States, and is not to be exensed on
the ground that 1870 was an ‘‘off year:" first,
because wo know the faction fight in this
State made the election one of great local
interest; and, second, becanse in the Presi-
dentisl election of 18068, when the maximum
vote was out, the ralio was one voter in 11,
The secret of what the census reveals in
Rhode Island is to be songht in the suffrage
laws of that State, which exaot a real estate
qualification from those naturalized oitizens
wlio form so large a part of the entire popu-
lation.

LITERARY ACROBATS.
From the N, Y. Tribune,
John Ruskin has undertaken the reform of

tke British workman in a series of letters en- |

titled Fors Clavigera, whieh are to finally
right all English social abases; the only difii-
culty in the way being, it appears, the faoct
that nobody—not even the astutest crilic—
bas as yet the faintest idea of either what
Fors Qlasigera means or what the letters are
about. The truth is, that the lower class in
Epgland are just now in the condition of the
starving donkey in Alsop, to whom each of
the birds and beasts came with advics and
consolation, while nobody bronght him the
E“k of oats for lack of which he was dying.
ivery refoermer, philosopher, or poet in Eng-
land bas joined in the pow-wow over this
lower class, in whom civilization is seen in
artioulo mortis, and has his favorite remedy
to offer. One thrusts expatriation down the
patient's throat, another infanticide, a third
religious education—not sceing that if his
emply stomach were filled bis heart and brain
would right themselves. DMr. Ruskin muost
have a peck at the poor victim with the
others, which is perhaps well enough.

Itis a grave subject, and one to which any
man would give his gravest thought. Ruskin
was endowed by nature not only with a ganu.
ine love of the truth, but s keen insight into
it, and exceplional force in its utterance. Bat
of late he has tricked out his i deas in such
frippery of sentimentality, such a pish-pash
of “‘Besame and Lilies,” sunch Ducks and
Dawne, that it is John Ruskin at whom his
audience stare, and not at the truth which
God gave him to show to them. He has
taken, too, an apparent delight in the wonder
exoited by his unintelligibility; clasps his
hands in childish glee when a book aimed at
the reformation of the clergy falls dead.
*“T'hey did not understand a word of it!"” he
cries; ‘*how could they be expected to do it?"

The present lotters, intended to help illite-
rate people, are a series of obsoure paradoxes
and attempts at mystification. He *‘wants to
tear down all the railroads in England and
Wales, the houses of Parliament, and the
city of New York. He wants to whisper in
the ears of all girls to eurtsey as professors
and dignified persons go by, and to kings to
keeptheir erowns, and bishops their croziers;”
and so the childish chatter goes on, page
after page, while the erilies puzzle their
brains in vain to find the obscure meaning,
Now Ruskin knows as well as any living man
how tojutter hard sense in words like bullets;
and this nonsense is not even amusing non-
sense, It is nothing but a vain posturing, a
olick-clack of castanets, to attract notice.
Thbere are enough poor devila driven to play
such trapeze games in literature for bread and
butter; let them satand on their heads and
play tricks with their beels to make the val-
gar gape; but Ruskin is in lack of neither
money nor fame: he can afford to give his
best work to the world without betraying this
vain desire for motoriety.

It is high time that literary men, at least,
undeistood of how little importance indivi-
duals are in this busy age of the world, and
that they weigh less and less with each suc-
ceeding year. If a man has discovered a
poem, or a sewing-machine, or a fertilizer, or
a new divine trth, he owes it. to the world,
and that is all the world wants of him.
When he thrusts his own personal whims or
power of turning uumeaning somersaults
amopg words on its notice, he is simply
guilty of an impertinence for which he
will speedilly be snubbed. Journalists,
who of all men ought to be the most
impersonal, are apt in this country to
fall into this very error of thrusting their
own petly affeirs, likes and dislikes, on
beir readers. We' bave done what we
could to show them their mistake, and not,
we are templed to hope, withont effect, We
faney the public has been bored somewhat
less, Iately, with the squabbles of New York
editors, and is not called upon 8o often to re-
gard their twesked noses or wounded sensi-
bilities from the right-hand point of view or
the left. 'The world wants few heroes now-
a-days, and knows these few by instinot, as
the lion does Lhe true prince; and the man
who suggests himsell as demi-god by virtue
of his gift of chattering about himself, or
malignant abuse of his neighbor, will find
himself shortly not a demi-god, but am ap.
planded clown in a cirens, who will be left
elone and forgotien in the sawdust as soon as
his tongue grows less limber.

WHAT WILL THE SAN DOMINGO COM-
MISSION DO :
From the N, Y. Nation.

A foreigner who knew nothing of the San
Domingo affair but the appointment and de-
parture of the commission of inguiry, would
naturally suppose that the people of the
United States had just heard of a newly-dis.
covered island some thounsands of miles off,
and that in order to gratify their curiosity
they had thought fit to send out a scientific
exploring expedition.

Perbops ke would begin to deplore the
profuunﬁﬂlgnonnce of our people, uuless in.
deed some one better versed in our way of
wanagiog politieal schemes wore to ease his
mindﬁ:y telling him that we know ull about
Ban Domingo; that Colton's descriptive atlas
was found in almost every log-cabin; that we
bad bad commereial agents and consals for
veurs pust in both 'm of the island (Hayti

vl fnll tables of ita commerge, exports, im-
porin, and of the prodosts of the fisld and
the mines; that in overy olamentary sehool
bistory wes to be fohmd an scoonnt of
the population being hine.lenths oolored,
not 1o say downtight black, and one-tenth
Spanish and I'ranch Creoles;, that their strog-
gles wers internal and eternal; that we knew
all about the climate, its inmalubrity being
wall attested by the fuot that France lost in
the time of the firat republic abount 60,000,
and Spain, only a few yoears ago, some 15,000
men by the yellow fever. Kwen as to the
frequnency of ‘‘oertain meteo ioal phe-
nomens, " to adopt the phrase in the resoln-
tion, and which is simply fustinn for earth-
quales, snd which the commistion is also

charged to investigate, there is no lack of |

knowledge, Earthquakes occur onece or
twice every five years, and seripus ones, de-
stroying whole cities and towns, once inabout
Lwenty.

But, then, the ignorant foreigner wonld
any, perhaps you want to know whether the
people there wish to be annexed. Not at all,

| would be the reply. There is not the least

doubt about that desire; they annexed them-
selvesin 1461 nnanimously toSpain,andalmost
nnanimonsly to the United States in 1870,
The Inst vote would have been quite unani-
mous too, for all the opponents of the mea-
sure bappened to be in prison for some canse
or another just when the vote was taken, or
bad been sent oul of the country.

At the lasst moment, however, it was aug-
gested to President Baez by some shrewd
Yankee friend that an entire nnanimity might
be rather locked upon as too suspicious, and
50 Baez, on the election day, got some men
to cast their votes against aonexation.

Indeed, it is hard te treat this commission
business seriously, and yet it may have very
serions consequences. Sowme people, not the
people of the United States, want to annex
all of the West India Islands, after San !Do-
wingo offers the best opening for that policy.
Ever since the eastern part—in territory the

largest, in populatien  (135,000) the
smallest—severed its connection, wun-
der the pame of Sanlo Domingo, in

1844, with the western part, Hayti, contain-
ing about 1,000,000 of people, it has pre-
served only the ssmblance of an independent
existence, Internal conflicts and wars with
Hayti have kept it poor, disordered, and dia-
organized. Its presidents, one and all, San-
tarn. De Regla, Cabral, Buez, wera and ara
needy adventurers, astute aud most nnsern-
pulous men; und, despairing of sustaining
themselves in power for any
length of time, or waware of the
unfitness of the peoplse to govern them-
selves to be governed, have all tried at some
time or snother to sell their conntry to any
power which wonld pay them best. M. Fish
is glightly mistaken in his Iate explanatory
letter when he speaks of the late Spanish
invasion. It was DBaez who, as President,
in 1860, first proposed annexation to Spain,
But Santans, whodesired to malke the bargain
himsgelf, ousted Daez, and proclaimed annexa-
tion (March 18, 186i1), sustained, as he aa-
serted, by petitions to that effect signed by the
voters nnanimously. Baez then played the
indignant patriot, and denounced the annex-
ation as treason, but as there happened to be
a few Spanish frigates on the coast his oppo-
gition beeame unavailing. 71hat Baez was
wholly insincere, and that his true intentions
were well known to the Spanish Government,
wresmade apparent by the fact that soon after
annexation Baez went to Spain, was well re-
ceived at Madrid, was made a general of di-
vision, and was decorated with some order.
The annpexalion .ilselfl was by no means
popular in Spain, and even the (Jueen's Gov-
ernment hesitated long before it aeceded to
it. Indeed, it was charged that it was origi-
pally an intrigue commenced by Baez, car-
ried out by Santann and General Serrano,
then Captain-General of Cuba, and that it
was a surprise upon the home cabinet. Bat
as Serrano was the special favorite of the
Queen, it did not dare to oppose it. Indeed,
the Queen’s gpeech from the throne (Now, 8,
1861), in which she announced to the Spanish
people the reannexation, shows, in spite of
her assertion to the contrary, evident marks
of doubt and hesitation, perbaps somewhat
incréased by the formal protest against this
annexation which our Government had placed

| on record in Madrid in the spring of 1561,

|

Ble said in that speech; —

‘“The Island of Hispanlola, the first discovery by
which Colummbus immortalized his name, has n
become & part of the monarchy. The Dominleoan
}u-ople, threatened by exteranl enemies, exhansted
3y intestine digorders, in the mbdat of lis confllot in-
volved the august name of the nation to which it
owed civilization snd existence. To look upon its
misfortanes unmoved, to turn & deaf ecar to s
wishes, inspired lay lofty recolléctions and by &
never-extingulshed love for Spain, would bhave been
noworthy of our noble nature. Convinced thas
they were unanimoys, and acting on their free will,
1 have not hesitated to recelve them, regarding the
honor till more than the advantage of my people,’”

But a little more than a year after those
words had been spoken 8an Domingo was in
open revolt, assisted, as it always will be, b
an abundance of men and money from Hayti,
whose doom is sealed when San Domingo

asgen into the hands of a foreign power.
The best Spanish authorities state that, even
before the insurrection, the acquisition
proved a financial failure: that to subdue
a revolt of the people was impoasible, on
account of the enc!ly climate of the in-
terior; that owing to several parallel
rapges of mountaing, some of them
rising to the height of 7000 feet, forming
valleys full of marshes and swamps, exhaling
a pestilential mir, no troops could penetrate
into it, or could be supported for any length
of time, The best troops of Spain, their
rifle bailalions, counted amongst the very
Lest light infantry in Europe, itis well known
were uselessly sacrificed, although most of
themy bad previously stood the climate of
Coba. After an effort of about three years,
costing many lives and about §40,000,000,
Bpain gave up her ungrateful ckild in des-
JArX,

. As rogards the commission, its report, nine

| chances to one, will be favorable to the views

of the apnexationists. Baez, who has the
reputation of being a most wily politician;
the titular Genersl Cazeunean, whose talents
for intrigne are also well known; our new
copsul, undoubtedly selected with a fore-

| knowledge of his views, and who has replaced

that explesive young man, R. 8, Perry, who
has turned s sort of State evidence against an-
nexation, will take good care that the com-
mission will net fall into improper company.
Desides, there is really no doubt but that
Baez, and also his adversary, Cabral, are both
in favor of sonexation, provided they can
make it pay. It is almost certain that a ma-.

| jority of the people whom the o mmissioners

will see—the inhabitants of the coasst dis.
tricts—are supporters of annexation. There
is no dounbt, , that it would be an ex-
cellent thing for the interest of the
whole people of BSan Domiogo, and that
the natural riches of the country would Le
greatly developed under our suspices. _
But, really, that is not the question. Tt is,
ls annexation for the benefit of the United
States? The cession of the Bay of Smmnana
wight be well emough for a coaling station.

The manifest-destiny pelicy of President
Pierco wan directed to its aogquisition. Jo
faet, onr Government hnd moi‘nt-d a treaty
with Sen Dowingo (Qutober 2, 1851 ), onlled

n treaty of amity, eommerce, and navigation,
oontaining m secret artiole for the Hay of
Bamans; but it failed to roceive the sanction

of the Dominioan Congress, owing to the
threals of Eagland And Franes, who hed ob.
{nined informustion in some way of this
aniangement. Annexation of the whole re.
public of San Domingo, however, inevitably
to be followed by that of Hayti, will involee
us in something like a chrouio Indian war,
will be a heavy drain on our trensury, will
prove a graveyard to our troops, will be a
point of weakness inslend of atrength in cane
the country shounld be involved in » foreign
war,

The late speech of Benator Schurz is, how-
ever, so exbaustive as to the impolicy of nn-
pexation that but little conld be added. The
objeot of these remarks is solely te show
the uselessness of the appointment of this
commission, if anything else is intended than
manufacturing publie opinion in favor of the
#cheme, to which, up te thiz day, the le
bave shown decidedly the cold shonlder. No
censure of the commissioners is impliad. They
sre honorable men; but they are on a most
singular errand, and may find out too late that
mwnch ngainst their will they bave been used
as instroments to accomplish & very bad end,
Two of them, as we pointed ont some weeks
ago, Dr. Howe and Mr. Wade, are men of
singularly unsuspecting and unjndicial twrn
of mind; and whether Mr. White, young,
shrewd, and versed in affaire as he is, will
be able, single-handed, to escape the snares
which will be assuredly laid for the whole
party, is something which, mnoh confidence
a8 we may bave in his abikity, it is permisai-
ble to doubt.

THE REDISTRIBUTION OF POLITICAL
, POWER,
Fromw Bvevy Saturday,

The fignres of the last censnus have been so
for cfioinlly ascertained that one apportion.
wment bill bns already been prepared by the
Judiciary Commitlee of the l-folum of Repre-
sentatives, and another is in process of pre-
wrnliou by the Commitiee on the Census,

Vhichever—or whatever one—may finally be
adopted, the basis of apportionment will not
probably differ materiaily from that fixed upon
in the Judiciary Committee's bill.

At any rate, that will answer our purpose in
enabling us to get a olear idea of the redistri-
bution of political powser which ia to be made
for the ensuing decade, and which flows in a
great degree from the late most momentous
crisis in the history of the Union. The topie,
as one intimately connected with the new de-
parture of national progress, cannot but be
of deep interest to all reflecting citizens,

The bLill above referred to fixes the number
of Representatives at 280; and we find on in-
spection of the list that they are distributed
among the great sestions of the Union aoc-
cording to the following table, which gives
the pumber of members both according to
the present and the proposed spportion-
ments: —

NeWw EDRnd..v s iieveavaasiodiaiis 14 26
MIAAIS SIRLBE,... - L 15 ivissnsnveeniiidy B L0
Boulhern SUtes. . ... covvviiivesasing ™ L]
Western BULeR. ... icisesisivaenns . 16 {1 ]
RO RPN ¢ a6 (e nesndecenves i i 5

ey RS IECE TS 48 280

It is possible that some readers, in glano-
ing over this table, will be sanrprised at the
apparent growth of the South as indicated
in the increased number of its Representa-
tives. They will, however, get the true
state of the case the moment they reflect
that two-fifths of the colored race are now
for the first time comprised in the basia of
spportionment. If the eleven Representa-
tives derived from this source be deducted,
it will be seen tbat the South has gained
but two from the regnlar increase of popula-
tion, while the Middle States have been gain-
ing five. Allowing, then, for this apparent
anomaly, we find that the table strikingly in-
dicates the general march of political power
vorthward snd weslward, A table by
States would render this still more ob-
vious, Thue, it appears that jnst one-half
of the mnext Honse—140r Representatives,
aceording to the bill we have been
considering—will come from the-following
eight States, in the orderof their size,viz.: —
New York, 1’anmilvnnin. Ohio, Illinois,
Miesouri, Indiana, Massachusetts, and Ken-
fucky. All these States might be strung on
n straight line, beginning at Boston and run.
ving—dipping slightly towards the south—
westwardly to Jefferson Oity, with the excep-
| tion of asingle loop to take in Kentuoky.
This line way be regarded as the axis of the
political power of the Union,

The pgreat significance, however, of the
table lics in the hint it gives of such a re-
distribution of power, cousequent upon vital
changes in the country, as well render these
seotional tables hereafter of muoch less mo-
count than they have been thus far in oar
history. We bave among us n class of men
who are constantly crying ous for decen-
tralization, It is & good walch-ory in some
respeots; but we have already realized
sowelbing equally good, namely, the sub-
stantial deseotionalization of the country,
The seclions themselves are fading out or
merging into each other, The New LEngland
States unquestionably preserve their distinoe-
tive features better than any of the other
sections, yet smong them Conneoticut has
lergely become a litical appendage of
New York., In the West, Ohio has lost the
characteristics of that section—it makes no
gain, for instance, under the new apportion-
went, although New York and Pennsyl-
vania do—while Missouwri, on aocount of
its immigrant population and other peculiari-

Houthern fo the Weslern Bia'es. 'To nole,
however, the full foroe of the desectionaliz-
ing drift of the last decade, we must turn to
the South, The last apportionment found
the 76 Representatives of that section not

sirength of any other section, but so com-
Jletely a unit as to hold the balance of pawer
lu the Union, The next apportionment will
assign, out of the 88 Representatives of that
gection, no legs than 258 to the colored race,
whose views for the nt are essentially
pon.conenyrent with those of the class who
monopolized the whole political power
enjoyed by the Bouth under the last
CEnANE. his division, it is troe, will
not be striotly available to the colored popu.
lation, and it is best it should not be; still, it
is ensy to see that, of itself, it effectually
disposes of the opoe all-powerful sectionalism
of the Bouth. BSimilarity of institutions,
also, will tend to rearrange the Btates politi-
cally according to their dominant interests,
whether commercial, manufscturing, agri-
oultural, or otherwise. Thus the monntainous
regions running down from Virginia,
Ihrough North Careclina, and Easst Tenneasses,
into

essentially, and in time politically, distinct
from the cotton-planting sections of the
South, and they will find their affnities
farther north, igration, by which alony

the Southern States can hold their own ia the

. |

ties, has been jnstly transferred from the |

only within one of equalling the political ]

i'.ﬂ:er Georgia and Alabams, will be |

e ey Y
T

race of pelitioal progress, will ouly sdd an
otber impulse in the direction we bavs beon
considering,

The same conelusion in to be derived from
the elightéat study of that section whioh is
distaneing all mthers In the sogmisition of
political power, The West ia hardly a seo-
tion geogn?hma?. and atill loss osn” it Lo
so politically. ere in the West? Like
Corporal ‘s poor noldier, it in “‘here to-
day and gone to-morrow.” It esigioal
States, onoe the homes of adventarous pio-
neers, become old and conmervative and
themeslves with the Eastern and

o
States. The newer Btates are in population
the epiteme of the whole Union. In the

recent Hanatorial elections at the West, bat
one of the sucocessfu} candidates was a native
of his State. A carpet-bag wonld well befit
the cont-of-arms of any of thess new Stales,
Such communities, of conrse, representativa
of the whols country as they are, sannot bs
sectional. They are a Cengresa of natienal
electors, to begin with, and their own Con-
gresEmen cannot but refleot the broad and
catholio type of their origin. This, then, is
the gratifying feature ths present—and
probably of every future—redistribution of
political power. It is a greand advange to-.
wards equality and towards the subordination
of class and sectional interests Lo the general
welfare of the people as a whols.

WATOHES, JEWELRY. ETO.

TEWIS LADOMUS & o =
DIAMOND DEALERS & JEWHLERS.)

WATCHES, JEWELRYT A SILYER WARR )
WATOHES and JEWELBY RETA IRHD:

Would invite attention to thelr large stook of
Ladies’ and Cents’ Watches
| Of American and foreign mekers,

[ DIAMONDS In the newest giyles of Settings,
LADIES and GENTS' CHAINS, setaof JEWELRY
of the latest stylea, BAND AND CHAIN
BRACELETS, Ete. Ete.

Onr stock has been largely Increased for the ap-
proaching holidays, and new goods recolved dally,

Silver Ware of the Intest deslgns In great varlety,
for wedding presents,

Ropairing done in the best manner and guaran-
teed. 611 fmw)

?:ﬁ?‘ CLOCKS. "ﬁ_‘
Gl. W, RUSSERNL,
No. 22 NORTH SIXTH STREET,

Agent for STEVENS' PATENT TOWER CLOOKS,
both Remontoir & Graham Escapemoeut, strking
hour only, or striking quarters, and reposiing héare
on full chime.

Estimates furnished on appilcation elther persons
ally or by mali. L3

WILLIAM B, WARNE & CO,,
Wholesale Doalers in
WATOUHES, JEWELRY, AND
s2iy SILVER WARE,
irat foor of Nb. 838 QO ESNUT Stroet,

8. R, corner SKVENTH and CHESNUT Streeta.

FIRE AND BURGLAR PROOF SAFE

MARVIN’S SAFES.

The Best Quality!
The Lowest Prices!
The Largest Assortment!

Fire-proof.
p Burzlar-oroof.
MARVIN'G CHROME IRON
SPHERICAL

Buarglar Safe

Wil resist all BURGLAR'S IMPLEMENTS for any
length of ime. Flease send for catalogua,

MARVIN & CO.,
No. 721 CHESNUT Street,

(MASONIC HALL,) PHILADELPHIA,
965 Broadway, N. ¥, 108 Bank st., Cleyeland, Ohlo

A nuomber of Second-hand Safes, of diferen
su“ul‘id ot 'm"s:.mn‘: nig ww’l tod
achinery, eto,, moved and hols
and carofully, at éasonanie rates. 161 fmwem
' LEQAL NOTICES.
THE DISTRICT COURT FOR THE CITY
AND COUNTY OF PRILADELPHIA,
PHILIP SPAEDER vs, GEORGE DAMBRECHT,
N, fo.: VIKTUR ©. SWEATMAN va. GEORGE
HAMBRECHT, 0. fa, September Term, 1570,
Nos. 97 and 98,
The Auditor appointed by the Court to rt dmtl-.
of

tribution of the fund in court, avising m
Sherlls asle under the above writs of Mw r
the'personnl estate of the sald GEORGE HAM-
BRECHT, will meet the partles interested for the

rposed of his omtment at his OfMoe, No, 818
VALNUT Stmlh toom No, 10, in the olty of Phila-
delphia, on WEDNESDAY, Fe 16, 1871, at 8
o'clock P, M., when and where all persons are re-
quired to meke thelr clalms bafore such Auditor or
be debarred lrom coming In I?on Baid fund,

. 0. MITCHELIL,
29108 Auditor.

WHISKY, WINE, ETC.
OARSTAIRC & NWNcocCALL,

No. 126 Walnut and 21 Granite Sts
IMPORTREES OF

| Brandles, Wines, Gin, Olive Oil, Eta,,

WHOLBSALE PRALERY IN

"PURE RYE WHISKIES.

LN BOND AND TAX PAID. wioh

QOAL.

NTHRACITE COA PER TON OF 234
A POUNDS, DELIVERED.
LEBIGH - Fuanace, §770: Stove, §9; Nut, §7.
SCHUYLKILL—Furnace, §7: Stove, $785; Nat,
| D8 E 1CK & BROTH

A ER,
Yard, cormer TWENTY.SECOND Street and
WASHIRGTON Avenue, g

Ofice, No. 225 DOCK Street,
NOWDON & RAU'S COAL DEPOT, CORNER
troets.—lahigh and
use

i) DILLWYN and WILLOW
Schuyikill COAL, prepared expresaly for
it the lowest cash prices. i &

()10 OAKS  GEMETERY

or PHILADBLPI?IA.

This Company Is prepared to sell lots, clear of all
epcumbrances, on reasonable term.  Purchasers can
gee plans at the ofMoe of wthe Company,

NO. 615 WALNUT STREET,

Or nt the Cemetery, where all nformation needed
will be cheerfully given,

By giving notloe at the oMoe, carriages will moeet
persons desirous of purchasing lots at Tioga Station®
an the Germantown Rallroad, and forvey thew w
the Cemetery and retarn, frée of charge,

ALFRED C, HARMER, President.
MARTIN LANDENBER(YER, Treas

_MICHAEL NISBET, Sec’y. 105 wimm

COMPANY

| ionu_rm aoo.ﬁoolm@




